THE BRETHREN'S EVANGELIST. 


Or SQAHDAL, 


A woman U tha Holy fatha* w*nt ; 
OwImIm of iln «h her Intent ; 
Awl to bar misdemeanors, great and mil, 
She faithfully rehearsed tbem nil ; 
Awl, chMMt In her catalogue of sin, 
She owned that elm a tale-bearer had been, 
Awl bom* a bit of Kendal up and down 
T j all the long-tongued gossips in the town. 
The holy father fur her other »lo 
Granted the absolution asftaj of htm ; 
But while for all the reel lie pardon gave, 
He told her this offense was v«ry grave. 
And that to do tit penance she inu*t go 
Out brftlie wayside whete tlie thistles grow. 
And gather the largest, ripest one, 
Scatter its eeede ; and that, when this was done, 
She must come back again emit lie r day 
To wll him bin commands she ilid obey. 
The woman, thinking this a penance light. 
Hastened to ie his will i lint very uigbt. 
Feeling rightly glad she had escaped so well. 
. Next iltiv but one she went to the priest to tell | 
The priest M still iind heard her story through. 
Then said : ■■ There's something still for you to do; 
Tl»)se little ww is which you Imve sown, 
1 bU you regHiher every «me !" 
The woman Wild : "But, Hither, 'twould be in vain, 
To try to gather up those seeds nsain ; 
The win tin have scattered them both far and wide 
Uvertbe meadow vale and mountain side.'' 
The father answered, "Now S hope from this 
The ieasou 1 have taught you will nut miss. 
Von cannot gather Iwurk the scatteretl seeds, 
Which far and wide will grow to noxious weeds ; 
Nor can the mischief once by scandal sown 
By any penance be again undone." 
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Victory Over l)eath.-l Cor. lo : 50—58. Time, 57, A.I>. 

Oqldisn. Te.tr i Death is swallowed iiii.ln victory.— I 
Cor. 15 : 54. 

LitrothtclioH. — Many trials ami anxieties 
encompassed the Ajtostle Paul during his 
three yearn' stay at Ephesns. I icing in the 
midst of a wicked city, his cares were increas- 
ed by the aberrations of converts elsewhere, 
especially those at Corinth. From thin place 
came a catalogue of difficulties, trials ami er- 
rors into which the brethren had fallen. 

1. A dillerence of opinions arese in rela- 
tion to celibacy and marriage, for a decision 
of which they apgieal to Paul. -, 

2. Was it right to attend idol festivals and 
[jartuke of meet otfered to idols ? 

y. Then again, a dispute arose among them 
as to the covering of men and women in pub- 
lic assemblies. 

4, Another dilliculty was concerning spir- 
itual gifts, 

">. Poi-litipu the mo*t deplorable Rtato of af- 
fairs was the division among them : some for 
Paul, Cephas, &c. 

ti. Some of the brethren had gi a ve doubts 
and held erroneous views ;i limit the resurree- 
/^ tion. From Paul's solution of this latter dif- 

ficulty, this lesson is taken. 

The Apostle whose spirit groaned within 
him, when standing lxdbrc the Areopagus, 
and beheld the magnificent eity of Athena 
/ sunk into tlie depths of idolatry and her mas- 

ter .intellect pay homage to false divinities, 
this man's heart must have almost sunk with- 
in him, or been rent in twain, while he listen- 
ed to the story of so sad a state of affair*. 
During his eighteen months' stay at Corinth, 
he had learned to love and respect the people 
there, and his heart was vet full of love for 
them, lit' had entertained high hopes for his 
converts at this city ; prospects were flatter- 
ing ; his labora had an immediate n ward in 
seeing main converted to Christ l>ui this 
news seemed like a ship-wreck of all his fond 
hopes, and with Elijah of old, he might have 
cried, "Now, Lord, take away my life, for 
I am no better than my fathers.*' lint Paul 
is not easily discouraged ; he lias learned to 
endure trials and persecutions. Instead of 
folding bis anus and cede in despair, he at 
once attempts a settlement of the difficulties, 

lkssow q 

Vera* &K — In this chapter Paul argues the 
certainty of the Resurrection in a masterly 
style, showing that it rests on the evidence of 
living eye witnesses, and that it is the foun- 
dation of the whole ( iosjiel, without which the 
structure will fall. He argues that any man 
who denies the resurrection of the bodv, must 
deny the resurrection of Christ, and by deny- 
ing the latter, he makes our faith, our "preach- 
ing vain ; for if Christ is not risen, then we 
have no hope, we are believing and preaching 
a falsehood, and making God a liar. The en- 
tire revelation of God to man hinges on the 
resurrect it >n of Christ With it the Bible 
> stands or falls. We need to give more atten- 
tion to this fundamental doctrine of the Gos- 
pel. The chapter from which this lesson is 
taken proves beyond all possibility of doubt 
to the Corinthian deniers, not only from rove- 
lation, but from the nature of things. The 
resurrection of Christ is a fact of history as 
well as revelation, and while his resurrection 
makes oars a certainty, the possibility of it 
may be inferred from nature. The day has 
its diurnal resurrection, the seasons their an- 


nual. Vegetation sleeps itsdeath and revives 
again. Our bodies are continually decaying, 
and nature replacing worn-out particles, thus 
oar bodies are a series of resurrections in this 
life. 

It is clear from this verse that the Corinth- 
ians held erroneous views about the resurrec- 
tion. They supposed that it was something 
that had already taken place, perhaps the pro- 
cess of regeneration, and that we would enter 
heaven with our natural bodies, just as we 
are. Hence Paul says, "flesh and blood can 7 
not inherit the kingdom of God." Here was 
the issue with them. The resurrection of the 
body, robed in immortality seemed incredible 
to them. How are the dead raised up f and 
with what body do they come '■ Is the risen 
body to be the same f Paul calls a man a 
foul who would thus question the power of 
God liecause his limited mind could not com- 
prehend the manner of it. Do you question 
the possibility of the resurrection of the body 
to immortality because you cannot explain the 
process ? Veiy well. What becomes of the 
seed placed in the ground ? It decayB, dies. 
What ^heii V It sprouts and produces its like. 
Can you explain the process of decay and 
growth 'i No. Yet yon must believe it, be- 
cause your eyes see it Is it reasonable to 
disbelieve the change from a mortal to an im- 
murtul body, because we cannot explain the 
manner of it ? Thon fool, learua lesson from 
nature. 

Hut now, will it be the same body ? Paul 
says yes and no. In one sense it is not the 
same. It is a body, but no llesh and blood, 
no corruption. The seed sown dies, and I lie 
very same seed will never be reproduced. But 
this set"! has produced others lib- it, and per- 
sonal identity is perfectly preserved. The 
seed sown is known by the seed reaped though 
it is not that seed. So with the resurrected 
Iwdy, It is not the same though personal 
identity is preserved, and the face we know 
now, we shall know after its resurrection. 
Hut the change is wondrous, mysterious, and 
so Paul says in 

Verse 31. — / show you a mystery. It will 
lie a mystery to us now, but, thank God, it 
will no longer be beyond. We ahull not all 
sleep, &.Q., that is, when Christ comes there 
shall be some christiaus alive, and the mystery 
is, what shall become of these V* Whether 
dead or alive we shall be changed. The dead 
in Christ shall rise first. Hut those who are 
not asleep in the truth, must nevertheless un- 
dergo a change. In their present state, em- 
bodies are unfit for the higher enjoyments 
awaiting us in heaven. The heavenly scene is 
too dazzling for mortal eyes to .behold, and 
without a change of this frail, feeble body, we 
could not enjoy heaven. Could we look on 
our Lord V ^o, the scene was overpowering 
to the three who witnessed the transfiguration, 
when the light of his glory, the majesty oi 
his divinity, shone through his human frame. 
Placed on the golden streets in our present 
state would not be happiness for ns. As the 
heart must lie changed to become a true child 
of God, so must our bodies be changed to be- 
come citizens of the heavenly kingdom. How 
those who are alive when Jesus comes are' to 
be changed without seeing death is indeed a 
mystery. But let us patiently await the tinn 
when we shall know not only in part, bin as 
we ate known of God, and all mysteries shall 
vanish. 

I 'erne 52. In the twinkling of an eye. We 
shall lie changed in a moment, in the twink- 
ling of an eye. This adds mystery to mystery 
Slow changes we can more easily comprehend, 
but the change of the body from a mortal to 
an immortal, a corruptible to an incorruptible 
body, in the twinkling of an eye, — Lord in- 
crease our faith as not to doubt the fact. 
Help us to say, mysterious indeed, beyond 
our comprehension, but thou O God hast B»id 
it and thy words are true. At the last trma- 
pet. The sound of the trumpet called the |ieo- 

S together at Sinai when the law was given, 
is will be the last of (rod's many calls to 
man, and a wonderful call it will lie. 

Verne 53. — Paul argues not only the possi- 
bility of the mysterious change but its neces- 
ity. This corruptible botly mnst, &c. The 
change must take place before we are pro- 
pared for the heavenly land. All the good we 
might do here, whatever life of purity and 
innocence we might live here below, unless 
God in his infinite love and wisdom had de- 
vised a plan to change this vile body to a 
glorified, redeemed and immortal one, heaven 
would not be a place of blessedness and en- 
joyment. So must this mortal put on immor- 
tality, because our souls are immortal and if 
this frame is .to lie the home of our spirits in 
yonder world, it must lie made immortal so as 
to be of like nature with the soul. 

Verses 54 — 5G, — So when * * * then. When? 
What ? Why when all these things have 
taken .place, when Christ has come, when the 
last trumpet has been blown, when the dead 
in Christ have risen and clothed their bodies 
in robes of immortality, when those alive have 


changed to incorrupt ion — when all i**»s things 
have come to pass, then shall death be swal- 
lowed up, bnt not , tm »«m. Death's destroy- 
ing power, his sting, the grave's victory, will 
be forever gone. For these thousand years 
he has triumphed. As we look over hills and 
valleys we behold his monuments on every 
side, Christ, by his death did not deliver ns 
from the power of death, but through death he 

f lives us life over which death has no cont rol. 
t will not be long until he has reaped his 
harvest. His hand has cut down millions and 
millions, but all have been sowif again, and 
anot her harvest is coming on. Oh T what a 
harvest that will be ! Reader, soon your 
body will go to the grave. It is well. For 
it shall not always remain there. No one will 
deny the havoc death has made in every age of 
the world, on the fairest and most beautiful 
as well as the homliest. He is no respecter of 
persons. He has had a grand harvest and 
will ye| have for a while, but the day comes 
when he will be led captive, a mighty monu- 
ment will be erected over the grave of the 
conqueror. "How art thou become a picture 
of confusion, oh death, — standing there with 
a crumbling bone in thy hand and looking at 
a celestial being once connected with earthly 
life by that very bone — but now walking 
amidst the groves of the New Jerusalem. Be- 
hold the keys of death and of Hades are in 
the hands of our Lord ; and what wonder, if 
hereaft er I hon shouldst lie conqielled to re- 
store even the dust of thy victims. Sweep as 
thon will with thy scythe from pole to jm>1c, 
there is a sword impending over thee. What 
canst thou do to him whose life is hid with 
Christ in God," — tie*. George limoen. 

Versus 57 — 58, — It is Chrst who has given 
us the victory, and hence to Him thanks 
should be given. He has perfumed the grave 
and taken away the sting of death. There- 
fore, that is, because death is conquered, and 
the resurrection to a more glorious life certain, 
now, therefore, do not waver, continue hi well 
doing. Yes, brother let the uulielief of the 
world sneer at you, let infidelity scorn you, let 
them deny the resurrection, but cease not to 
lie active and engage in all christian work, 
"for your lalwr is not in vain." Toil on wea- 
ry pilgrim. Do not despair, though waves 
pass over your troubled sea, the storm will 
soon he over, and the gates of eternity will 
open to receive you to eternal felicity. 

Empty Vessels. ^ 

a King 3 ! 3-6. 

The command of Elisha to the distressed 
widow was to borrow some empty vessels not 
a few, shut the door upon herself and pour out 
of the one pot of oil which she possessed, and 
set aside those which were full for use. As 
she obeyed the command she found no lack 
of oil but of empty vessels; and the oil stayed 
If there had been more vessels fit for use 
the oil would not have failed. So to-day the 
Lord will not fill with His Spirit hearts full of 
the spirit of the world and the pride of life. 
We must east ottt the enemy of our souls, and 
his goods after him, and come to God for a 
cleansing' of the temple before He will con- 
sent to come in and a 'ride. Then the widow 
was to shut the door upon herself and son, 
as they were to be the recipients, thus show- 
ing that the work of filling the empty vessels 
must be done with God alone. Yes, the 
work of being filled with the Spirit can only 
lie done by coming with definite asking and 
definite faith (unbelief limits God), if we 
thus come and meet God's condition, nothing 
can hinder the overflow of grace in our souls. 
No partnership in this matter. Empty ves- 
sels alone can be filled with the Spirit Idols 
in the heart stay the flow of grace. 0, for 
marc cleau and empty vessels and the results 
will he more glorious than those that came to 
the poor widow, aud the filled ones will be 
found ready for servfee, whom God can use 
at any time or any where for His §fory % 

" Empty that he may till me, 
Aa forth to His service I go, 

Broken, that so unhindered 
Bis love through me may flow." 

• —Words of Faith. 


Glory be to the Father and to the Son for this 
divine gift to all who believe on Hit name t 
What a blessed and heavenly guest to all is 
the Holy Ghost t "This honor have all His 
saints 1" Hallelujah 1 

Here then in the person of the dear blessed 
Holy Spirit we have a celestial Guide and 
hallowed Comforter t bow favored are we, 
beloved, who have " received the Holy Spirit 
since we believed I" O may the Holy Spirit 
of God guide us, therefore, always into all 
truth and dwell in our hearts richly in wisdom I 
A blessed Comforter indeed in everv fiery 
trial and in affliction's terrible furnace f May 
Thy blest wings celestial Dove, brood over 
us, and may we dwell perpetually beneath 
Thy safe and glorious pnvillion. Wherever 
He can find a willing and * humble heart, 
there will the Holy Spirit make His hallowed 
and eternal abode. Glory be to His sacred 
and blessed name ! For all the good we poss- 
ess of a spiritual nature is His divine gift to 
us. Yes, every virtuous thought, everv holy 
aspiration and every divine longing in our 
souls proceeds from Him. Come then, Holy 
Spirit, aud eternally dwell in our heart* as 
Thine own glad end hallowed habitation ! 
Yea, Thou Spirit of Truth and Grace come 
and dwell forever there most worthy and 
most welcome! — L iV. Kanaya. 

m i ■» ■ i — 
SUM DV MY TriOIS. 

BV IIOMST TOMMY. 


I seed too men argy in skripcher, and 1 node 
rite off which one wuz git tin whiped. It wuz 
the one what wuz kross. 

The peeple what haz no argy meat fer their 
side ur the queschun iz the ones what alius 
eez : " keep quiet now ti oon't tawk on disputed 
pints, gist preach shout whit we agree on." 
They won't argy, but its effle the way they 
make laces at the feller a/ kan argy when he/, 
gone. 

I ain't very old but I alius notis what folks 
lack in argytnent tha make up in perse k us nun ; 
specially when its polytiks or rehgun. 

The fellers az acts nice but aez what tha 
thinks, hard or soft, sutes me lots better than 
them az tawks so t tile soft and acts so tre- 
menjua hard. 

Small minds and half grown gkollars sa 
little things with sich big words, I alius like 
to heer grate skollars tawk who have deep 
ininds. Tha sa sich grate broad thots in sich 
little plane words. Gold has nuthin around 
it, but yu kant hold slob or soft sope except 
yu rap em in bukets or jugs. 

Sum cberch members iz like rale rode' 
injuns ; tha ain't got up euy steeiu, so tha 
don't help to pull the lode. Sum others iz 
like pee fowls ; tha wear mity fine fethers but 
kant even sing short meter. Aud uthers iz 
like one kind uv bees, tha roar around big in 
the hive but tha don't make any huny ; not a 
bit. And others iz tike saw-dust tha iz only 
tit for filliu in. Thern are are lots uv peeple 
az iz gist like pigs, tha ain,t fit fur nuthin 
until after tha are ded, then yu git the fat 
thave gethered while tha lived. 

Yu kan alius tell which preachers ain't 
worth nuthin. Tha i,s to lazv to make fires, 
hitch up hosses and git orfPuv the wa when 
the wimen want to sweep. 


GUIDE AND COMFOKTER. 

" Oar bleat Redeemer, ere He breathed 

Hie last farewell, 
A Guide, a Comforter, bequeathed, 

With M to dwell ! " 

O what a sacred legacy is this to all the 
dear, believing children of God I Here 
through Jesus' love we have a gift the most 
divine I ' The Holy Spirit from our gracious 
Father and His sacred Son is a gift at once of 
marvelouB goodness and mercy i This ''gift 
unspeakable" we joyfully receive, and we 
would here and everywhere publish the proofs 
of His glorious coming into Christ's blessed 
inheritance as a reigning Prince in His " ever- 
lasting kingdom." For " His dominion shall 
have no end." He comes to dispel our nat- 
ure's night — to shine into our hearts the light 
of life — to cheer our souls with His divine 
illumination and to abide with us forever. 


Be Ready. 

There is a great difference between being 
ready ind yettiny ready for an event. A man 
may have a note in bank, which he knows 
must be met when due. He q»ay be setting 
ready to meet it, yet if not ready on the day 
it is due, bis efforts at preparation will not 
prevent it from going to protest. W hile the 
importance of being ready to meet all our 
temporal engagments is ackonwledged, yet 
how few apparently admit its necessity, when 
a spiritual application is given to it. How 
many to-day are talking about getting ready 
to live with Jesus. We hear it in every class 
room and in our daily intercourse with thooe 
who profess toserveGod. But this getting retdy 
always implies that the preparation is not 
complete, that there is some idol still cherish- 
ed in the heart, some besetting sin not yet 
put away. 

Being ready is entire consecration to God, 
all laid upon the after, everything given up 
for Christ, the heart filled ' with the love of 
God. To such a one this world,« treasures 
appear too insignificant to be idolized. The 
gew-gawg and trappings of the world are of 
no use to the ready ones ; because they are 
clothed upon with the robe of Cbmt's right- 
eousness. Our blessed Jesus says, " Be ye 
also ready." Dear reader do you realise the 
importance of this command ? Are you trill- 
ing to spend your life in getting ready, when 
it is your privilege to be ready now t Only 
those who are ready will be admitted into the 
marriage feast Oh I how great the joy and 
peace of that soul that realizes it is ready 
whenever the Master shall call. — J$. Moss. 
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